
A Dynamic Reference Tool for Understanding our Changing World

The Columbia Gazetteer of the World provides users with access to authoritative information on 
over 170,000 places and features around the world. Whether you’re looking for the ten highest 
mountain peaks in North America, the major commercial crops in Brazil’s economy, all rivers in 
Southeast Asia, the former name of the city of Yangon, or the natural resources available in Sub-
Saharan Africa, the Gazetteer is the one-stop resource for all your information needs. 

This online resource’s unparalleled coverage extends beyond the country level to states, cities, 
towns, provinces, counties, villages, hamlets, and neighborhoods. In addition to a wealth of 
statistical data, the Gazetteer provides rich, in-depth information about the economic, histori-
cal and cultural context of places. 

The all-new functionality takes the Gazetteer to a whole new level for  
students, researchers, and general users:  
• “Quick Search” for place-names and full text on nearly every page

• More options for Advanced Search, including combination with full-text search

• Search results are “re-sortable” to allow users to arrange their own lists 

•  Search results are downloadable in both Excel and XML   
 formats, with user-selected options for included metadata

• Enhanced navigation of long articles by “table of contents”

• Homepage highlights, like Featured Place and Places in the News.

• “My Gazetteer” allows users to customize their experience by saving articles and searches;  
 also allows instructors to create their own “mini-gazetteer” of places for class reading

Authoritative Scholarship

There is no other online global encyclopedia like the Gazetteer and it’s long history of  scholar-
ship. Compiled by an editorial board of 150 leading scholars from all parts of the world, the 
Gazetteer’s entries cover: demography, physical geography and political boundaries; industry, 
trade and agriculture; cultural, historical and archeological points of interest; transportation 
lines, longitude, latitude, and elevations; distance to relevant places, official government place-
names and changed or variant names and spellings; and much more. The Gazetteer is a superb 
tool for quick reference and in-depth research.

A Versatile Resource for a Wide Audience

• High Schools—an outstanding resource for basic reference and geography. The perfect  
 study tool for the National Geography Bee. 

• Higher Academic Institutions

• Public Libraries

• Specialty Research Libraries

•  Government Agencies

Named a Best Reference 
by Library Journal

Named Editor’s Choice  
by Booklist 

“Enormously useful . . . 

24/7 access to current, 

authoritative, geographic 

information.”  
—Library Journal

“Definitive.” 

—Booklist

“Highly recommended.” 

—Choice
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Special Gazetteer Features:
• Area, capacity, depth, elevation, length, and width are given, where appropriate,    
 in both standard and metric measurements

• A history is given for each country, region, area, state, city, place of special interest, etc.

• A history of place-names when they have been changed

• Changed or variant names and spellings of place-names

• Pronunciation guide

• Expanded and interlinked glossary of geographic and geological terms

For subscription information: 

Herbert Plummer:  
hp2356@columbia.edu

Free Trial 

For a free trial, log onto 
www.columbiagazetteer.org  
or e-mail  
columbiaonline@columbia.edu

Or, you may call 
212-459-0600, ext. 7112 
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